
Canvas Campus 2014: Speakers

CHRISTOPHER HEDLEY, Herb Walks, Plant ID & Scrap Heap Challenge!

Christopher Hedley is a professional member of the American 
Herbalists Guild and a Fellow of the Higher Education Academy. He 
qualified with the NIMH School of Herbal Medicine in 1982 and has 
run a private practice in central London ever since. He has taught 
Herbal Medicine at all levels from beginners to MSc - at the Mary 
Ward AE centre, the Scottish School of Herbal Medicine, Westminster 
University, the College of Integrated Chinese Medicine and the Rocky 
Mountain School of Botanical Medicine amongst others. He completed 
the basic training for the mental health charity MIND and practiced, 

as a volunteer, at one of their day centres for some years. His passions are materia medica, especially 
developing a personal relationship with the plants around us, medicine making and community herbal 
medicine.

DEDJ LEIBBRANDT, Herbal 1st Aid

Dedj is a qualified Acupuncturist, Medical Herbalist, Emergency Medical 
Technician and First Aid trainer. She founded the ‘Medical Herbalists’ which 
is a group of qualified and undergraduate herbalists who provide Herbal First 
Aid and Acute Medical Services at festivals. Dedj is part of the Conventional 
Medical Science teaching team at the College of Integrated Chinese Medicine 
and has been a past Director of Education for the National Institute of Herbal 
Medicine and clinical examiner at Middlesex University.  In 2013 Dedj was 
awarded a Fellowship of the National Institute of Medical Herbalists, “in 
acknowledgment of her professional attainments and the great services which 
she has contributed to the science and practice of Medical Herbalism”. Dedj’s 
approach to treatment is to integrate Western Herbal Medicine, Chinese 

Herbal Medicine and Acupuncture, drawing on both Eastern and Western Medical traditions for a 
treatment strategy. Her special interests are Acute Medicine, Dermatology and Gynaecology.

MELISSA RONALDSON, Antibiotic Resistance

Melissa Ronaldson will explore the implications of antibiotic resistance 
and living in a post antibiotic era. She will talk about the importance of 
understanding the problem and the role herbal medicine has in the solution.

Melissa is an experienced herbalist from London who runs the Herbal Barge, 
a floating herbal clinic and shop on the waterways of London.



DAVE MONK, Conventional First Aid

Dave is an EMS Provider with almost 20 years of experience working in pre-
hospital emergency care, ambulance transportation and medical services at 
events. He is an experienced EMS and First Aid educator and runs his own 
company, The Response Group, based in Surrey, which offers certificated 
courses in all aspects of emergency medicine - from First Aid to Emergency 
Medical Technician - throughout the year. http://www.theresponsegroup.co.uk

DAWN IRELAND, Distillations, Hydrosols & Cream Making

Dawn works as a herbalist in Devon where she also leads herb walks, 
teaches herbal product making workshops and adult education classes, and 
writes herbal related articles for several publications such as The Bushcraft 
Magazine & Reconnect. Dawn creates the Green Wyse range of skin and 
body care products with an emphasis on using health promoting natural 
ingredients and herbal extracts. She has a BSc (Hons) in Herbal Medicine 
and is a member of the College of Practitioners of Phytotherapy and the 
Unified Register of Herbal Practitioners. She has a background in herbal 
horticulture, botany, and teaching natural product making workshops and 
currently teaches Herbal Remedies for Home Use for her local education 

authority. Dawn Ireland’s webpage is: http://www.torbay-herbalist.co.uk/

KATHRYN WEYMOUTH, (Independent Midwife): Alone with a baby coming – what to do?

Kathryn is an experienced midwife and massage therapist working 
closely with women and their families in the private and relaxed 
environment of their homes. She specialises in unhurried antenatal 
care, holistically taliored to each individual. She is a member of 
Independent Midwives (http://www.independentmidwives.org.uk) and 
her practice focuses primarily, though not exclusively, on homebirth. 
Kathryn has spoken at Canvas Campus in previous years about 
labour and post-natal care.



HELEN KEARNEY, Bushcraft
Spoon Carving, Fire Lighting, Knife skills and preparation of wild food/road kill

Helen is a practicing medical herbalist in Devon, having studied for a degree in 
Herbal Medicine. She is a Sub Scout Leader and will also be running workshops 
for children including fire lighting and whittling. She is a Forest School Practitioner, 
Permaculturalist and her prowess over the cooking pot will warm even the coldest 
tummy. She teaches herbal workshops and courses, and will also be speaking at 
this year’s Bushcraft Show. https://twitter.com/HerbalistHelen

MADDY RAVENSBURG, Bushcraft
Spoon Carving, Fire Lighting, Knife skills and preparation of wild food/road kill

Maddy worked at Escot Devon for 8 years (www.escot-devon.
co.uk) at the Greenwood Education centre. She is skilled at green 
woodworking, spoon carving, open fire cooking and in the preparation 
of wild caught and road kill meat.
On her workshop you will learn to prepare a range of different things 
including rabbit, pheasant, fish and deer (depending on availability).

GEORGINA COWTON, Preserving your home grown produce

Georgina has B.Ed Honours in Education and further certificates in the study 
of Early Years Learning (Cambridge). She grew up in the remoter part of 
Dartmoor and later on the Purbeck Coast and learned to use the surrounding 
countryside for preserves, cordials, chutneys and wines. She has lived in 
various parts of the world and has a keen interest in using herbs and foods 
as ‘keep well’ self help. She has attended all but one of the Canvas Campus 
annual get together and loves the swapping of knowledge and skills as well 
as the great camaraderie. Georgina says “My approach to cooking is to use 

common sense and have  fun, adventure, share ideas  and tweak recipes on the spur of the moment 
with whatever is in season or available”.


